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	Project Title: Wildlife and Habitat Inventory/Monitoring in the Southern Cascades
	Accomplishments: ·	Completed 2 years sampling
·	GIS based maps with sampling grid and locations (coordinates) of each plot sampled have been developed
 	123 plots sampled for habitat descriptive data which includes:
§Eight digital photos at each plot grid
§Ground cover description at 100 random points
§Diameter and breast height of 100 trees (in tree types)
§Tree canopy closure (hit or miss) data from site tube at 100 points
§Tree species identification for 100 trees per plot grid
§Crown decadence and form class of shrubs and herbaceous plants
§Presence or absence of twenty-one CWHR habitat elements
§Density estimates for twelve classes of snags and logs on plots
§Description of CWHR habitat type, size and cover class for each survey plot
	60 plots re-sampled in 2003 for monitoring/trend analysis
	154 plots sampled for breeding bird data
§Bird recordings were interpreted to identify birds and other animal sounds and create a list for each 5-minute survey period at each site per date.  Results were entered into the database.
  	123 plots sampled for small mammal data 
    	123 plots sampled for mesocarnivore data
·	Links to project documentation, photos, and  data are available by clicking the “Monitoring Project” link at http://ncncr-isb.dfg.ca.gov
·	Archived information for each plot includes:
   	Digital photos for each sample grid
   	Habitat variables for each plot and each grid
   	Small mammal trapping results
   	Baited camera results with scanned photographs of species observed
   	Results from Breeding Bird Survey recordings
·	ArcIMS, web accessible database created for data input, storage and retrieval was recognized by GIS software company ESRI and awarded DFG the 2003 first-place award for the Best Internet Mapping Application at it’s 2003 International Conference (see http://www.dfg.ca.gov/news/news03/03072.html).

	Description: The study design is currently being implemented in the 6.4 million acre Southern Cascade, and 3.6 million acre Modoc Plateau Ecological Provinces.  Resource assessment methodology and data management include:
·	Habitat data collected from randomly located sample sites consisting of a four-plot grid
·	Small mammal traps set in sixteen, 4-trap grids at random locations within the sample plot grid
·	Breeding birds monitored in each grid with recording devices
·	Baited, remotely triggered cameras set at each survey site to detect mesocarnivores
·	Data to be stored in NCNCR Information Services Branch office and at Wildlife and Habitat Data Analysis Branch

Objectives:
·	Describe the current abundance, distribution and condition of habitat types and stages
·	Determine the current abundance and distribution of CWHR habitat elements
·	Determine the trends in abundance, distribution and condition of habitats, elements and wildlife species.

	Findings: ·	Inventory work proceeding as planned, at current rate of data collection it will be several years before meaningful trend data are available
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